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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
To recognize and memorize Chinese characters is a very difficult task especially for Western learners from a very 
different language context. We applied several strategies to enhance learners' reading recognition and memory 
retention of the Chinese writing system. Strategies including story-telling, character breakdown, categorization by 
radicals and visualization are applied. Our results show that such techniques not only improve learners' character 
memorization and recognition but also increase their interest in the target language as well. We hope our findings 
can also address topics in other subjects like arts, science and reading with our techniques such as visualization, 
categorization, and story-telling. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 

Our goal is, during the school year of 2014-2015, by applying a variety of teaching strategies and learning 

methods, selected grades/classes of the 6th grade to 12th grade Chinese learning students are expected to 

improve their reading comprehension of Chinese characters. We expect by the end of school year 2014-2015, 

90% of the selected students can make improvement in the recognition of Chinese characters. 
 

 
Key Actions 

 

-Identified problem: students are expected to improve the reading recognition of Chinese characters.  

 

-Identified goal: by the end of school year 2014-2015, 90% of the selected students can make improvement in 

the recognition of Chinese characters. 

 

-Identified study groups: 7
th

 – 12
th

 grade Chinese class students 

 

-Planned interventions: use strategies and methods such as breaking down characters, story-telling, character 

visualization, Quizlet, poster, and card games to improve the reading recognition.  

-Formally assessed students progress by two assessments 

-Examine data from student pre and post assessments and make determination for implementation for 

successful strategies for the following school year. 



 
Findings  

 

Middle School (Grade 7) 

 

37 students of grade 7 Chinese (two classes) participated in the experiment. Strategies used include the story-

telling method and the visualizing method. Before the application of strategies, on average students could only 

recognize 11.69 characters (out of 40). After using the strategies, students on average can recognize 22.8 

characters. The recognition rate improves from 29.22% to 57%. The improvement is apparent after the teacher 

implemented different strategies. 

 

High school (Level II) 

 

35 students at Level II took the assessment.  Totally 39 Chinese characters were provided. On average 18 

words were be correctly recognized. During post-assessment, same 39 Chinese characters were tested again 

and on average 32 words can be correctly recognized. The recognition rate is improved from 42% to 82%. It is 

shown that different vocabulary learning activities are really helpful for the students to memorize Chinese 

characters. 

High School (10
th

 and 11
th

 grade) 

19 students of 10th and 11th grades participated in the experiment. They had to recognize 22 Chinese phrases, 

43 characters in total. The strategies used to help the students remember the phrases include picture-association 

method, Quizlet, and games. Before the implementation of the strategies, the average number of the Chinese 

phrases the students could recognize was 0.21%, and after the treatment, the average number went up to 

21.53%. The improvement is apparent after the implementation of the various strategies. 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

-The improvement of Chinese character recognition is significant after different strategies are applied. 

 

-Students show positive attitude towards a variety of methods implemented, indicating the effectiveness of 

theory and practice of multiple intelligences (Gardner 1983). We hope the results can address to other topics of 

different subjects.  

 

-Methods applied this year will also be used for next school year (2015-2016) 

 

-Other new and interesting methods will also be invented, discovered and applied next year. 
 

 


